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Robust AAC Apps (continued from Part 1)

Review: Difference between folder based and motor-plan based apps
Folder-based AAC app:
e Vocabulary is organized categorically
e Often found to be more intuitive (than motor-plan based AAC apps) for those who
already know categories
e Can require numerous navigations to get to desired word
e Words that are repeated within system can be in different spots
Motor plan-based apps:
e Vocabulary is organized with intent to maintain a consistent motor plan
e Often found to be less intuitive (than folder-based AAC apps) by those who already
know categories
* Require fewer navigations

Robust Motor-Plan Based Apps
* LAMP Words for Life
e Speak for Yourself!
e Cough Drop (somewhere between folder-based and motor-plan-based

LAMP Words for Life from Prentke Romich Corporation (PRC) ($299.99)

Link to LAMP Words for Life App on the Apple iTunes Store
Link to helpful website explaining the principles of the LAMP method
(Language Acquisition through Motor Planning) Lauren S. Enders, MA, CCC-SLP
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https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lamp-words-for-life/id551215116?mt=8
https://www.aacandautism.com/lamp
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/lamp-words-for-life/id551215116
https://www.aacandautism.com/lamp

Features unique to LAMP Words for Life:

uses Minspeak® language (link to minspeak.com for more information) and is
based on the Unity® language system

uses unigue multi-meaning symbols from PRC

3 different levels — LAMP 1 Hit, LAMP transitional, LAMP sequenced

FREE professional development opportunities specific to LAMP method and
for use with LAMP Words for Life across the country

Vocabulary builder — allows you to systematically hide and reveal buttons,
including all buttons in a sequence

Excellent free and subscription-based lesson planning supports from
AAClanguagelab.com

can program in PASS software on Windows-based computer and transfer via
to device via iShare account

Additional LAMP Words for Life features:

84 buttons per screen — only option for button size (you can hide buttons)
Motor plan-based

Available in English/Spanish

Advanced grammatical forms available

Very robust/customizable

LAMP Words for Life’s features might work well for those who:

have varying cognitive skills

can direct select

use an Accent from PRC but need a backup method on an iPad — not exact, but
can work

benefit from consistent motor plan/motor learning (most people do!)

have a team who willing to learn/support Minspeak® language

do ok with symbols other than PCS® or Symbol Stix® (most do!)

benefit from hiding buttons and showing in conjunction with lesson planning
using Vocabulary Builder

need VERY robust language system with parts of speech/conjugations

Speak for Yourself! ($299.99)
Link to Speak for Yourself! on the Apple App Store

Features unique to Speak for Yourself!:

Babble feature - maintains buttons that are hidden but allows user to toggle to
see ALL words in system

no word requires more than 2 navigations

no duplication (of words in system)
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https://minspeak.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/speak-for-yourself/id482508198?mt=8

buttons cannot be moved in editing

Hold that Thought feature — allows user to save what’s in message window and
access later

always navigates back to home screen after any button activation

beginner’s vocabulary template

Whisper Mode — When activated, this mutes buttons from speaking while the user
is building an utterance

Developer gives app codes to SLPs and families (to learn and model).

Additional Speak for Yourself! features:

motor plan-based

very easy to hide/show buttons (called open/close)
data recording in history features

powerful search features

Smarty Symbols

easy to lock programming with lock icon

company offers free trials

Speak for Yourself’s features might work well for those who:

do well with a motor plan-based system

sometimes want access to all buttons that are hidden (Babble)

need a lot of words hidden (easy to do)

do not need PCS or Symbol Stix (Smarty Symbols are used)

have difficulty navigating beyond two screens

like to save utterances that they create to share later.

have a team who has difficulty modeling folder-based apps/search is helpful
can access small buttons

CoughDrop ($6/month subscription or $200 for a lifetime subscription)
Link to CoughDrop on Apple App Store

Features unique to CoughDrop:

Works on most device platforms including iPad, Android, Windows, Chromebook,
Kindle Fire

web-based/remote programming - can be loaded on multiple devices through
web access; changes are saved online

can assign multiple “supervisors” to student account

ability to identify when modeling starts and stops in history/data logging

undo button in the edit mode

Additional CoughDrop features

Data logging - can log all communications and provide reports based on time,
location and vocabulary
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https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/coughdrop/id1021384570?mt=8

e easy to print boards for backup book/boards
excellent technical support from company

e comes with open source symbols

e can purchase PCS® for $25.00

CoughDrop’s features might work well for those who:
* need to use a device other than an iPad (Android, Kindle, Windows, Chrome)
* have families/teams who will load programming across family devices to model
* need PCS (Boardmaker) symbols (PCS now available for add-on of $25) Included
symbols are open source.
e Use multiple devices of different types and need access across devices
e arein adistrict that does not support iPads
* need atrial and don’t have access to loaner equipment
* have multiple team players who need access to programming
* need a tablet solution with scanning options

Robust AAC Apps on devices other than iPads:
Android: Avaz Pro and CoughDrop
Windows tablets: Snap + Core First, the Grid 3, and Cough Drop
Kindle Fire: CoughDrop
Chromebook/Chrome Browser: Clicker Communicator and CoughDrop

Other AAC App Options:

Text-Based AAC Apps
*  Proloquo4Text
* Predictable
e Verbally/Verbally Premium
* Assistive Express
e Jabberwocky AAC

Visual Scene-based AAC Apps
* Snap Scene (Tobii DynaVox)
e Chatable (Therapy Box)
e Scene & Heard (Therapy Box)
e Scene Speak (Good Karma)

Symbol-based AAC (not robust core)
e GoTalk Now and GoTalk Now Plus from Attainment

GoTalk Now/GoTalk Now Plus from Attainment ($79.99/5150 for Plus with Symbol Stix
and premium Acapela voices)
Link to Grid for iPad on the Apple App Store
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https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/grid-for-ipad-aac/id1064332378?mt=8

Features unique to GoTalk Now:
e Superior inclusion of media within buttons: songs, videos, web links, Hue Light
Control (launch media directly from a button)
e Easy to program and back-up/restore

Additional GoTalk Now and Go Talk Now Plus features:
* built-in scanning settings including auditory cues
e NOT a robust AAC app/not pre-programmed with robust core/fringe vocabularies
* maximum of 36 buttons per screen
e stores an unlimited number of messages

GoTalk Now and Go Talk Now Plus’s features might work well for those:
e with the most complex bodies and learning needs who are emergent
communicators
e who have not shown motivation or interest in standard grid-based AAC apps
e who need a separate “leisure” iPad who enjoy going to websites, playing songs or
videos

Jabberwocky Head pointing app — (iPhone X series and newest iPad Pros)
e for communicators who can use a head mouse
* Runson iPhone X series or the 2018 iPad Pros
e Use head movement to construct a text-based message
* no reflective dot needed
e free trial period

We KNOW all about robust core vocabulary, the right balance of core and
fringe, and providing robust vocabulary and we chose an AAC app, but HOW
do we decide where to start with that app?

Kate Ahern’s 5 Reasons to Use the High-Quality Vocabulary Already Included in Your
AAC System: (link to blog Kate’s blog post here)
1. The work is done for you
It isn’t too much vocabulary
Choice boards aren’t communication
Evidence Based Practice/Research-Based are the words of the decade
Stuff Happens

unkwn

AAC APP CUSTOMIZATION CONSIDERATIONS
* Avoid “too many hands in the pot”
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http://teachinglearnerswithmultipleneeds.blogspot.com/2015/10/reasons-to-use-high-quality-vocabulary.html

* Pay close attention to motor plan consistency
(Take pictures and count if when placing buttons that exist on another screen so
you can put them in the same location!)

e Back up additions/changes EVERY TIME!

e Put student’s full name and date on EVERY BACKUP!

e Use vocabulary questionnaires/inventories

MORE AAC APP CUSTOMIZATION CONSIDERATIONS:
* Pay attention to the number of navigations
When customizing color codes, button images/symbols, etc., save a backup as a
TEMPLATE before adding personal information!!
e Don’t forget that it’s OK to hide buttons
e USE the app YOURSELF to find errors,
omissions, and organizational issues

iPads for AAC

Some considerations when using an iPad as an AAC system...
1. Protection

2. Amplification
3. Portability

4. Viewing angle
5. Keyguards

6. Funding

iPads for AAC: Protection

1. Cases
a. specific to iPad Model (look at year and generation)
b. sometimes school districts select one they to use
c. talk to others/read reviews about
d. durability/usability before purchasing
2. Screen Protectors
a. plastic
b. tempered glass
c. Amazon is often cheapest

iPads for AAC: Amplification

1. Speaker Cases
a. AMDI iAdapter (5285)
b. Saltillo (SilverKite)
c. ChatWrap ($395)
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2.
3.

Bluetooth Speakers
Louder iPads (iPad Pro)

iPads for AAC: Viewing Angle
1. Cases with Built-in Stands

2.

a. More convenient
b. Stands break easily
c. Consider stand angle

Separate Stands
a. Easyto lose/forget
Can be more durable than attached stands
May offer better angles
Consider Thickness of Case (Will it fit?)
Consider Slant boards (or even a closed 3 ring binder with nonslip shelf liner!)

©ooo o

iPads for AAC: Keyguards

1.

2.

Create Your Own
a. Thick craft foam
b. 3D printer
c. Puffy paint, hot glue, Wikki Stix

Purchase Custom Keyguards
a. Keyguard AT

b. Specific to iPad model, case, app, vocabulary within app, button arrangement
c. Saltillo

d. PRC

e. Logan Tech

iPads for AAC: Funding

1.

vk wnN

Family pays out of pocket

School district/responsible agency pays (owns)

School District pays and is reimbursed partially (student owns)

Medical insurance submissions through vendors/device companies (iPad bundles)
Charitable organizations/crowd funding

Good Times and Good Ways to Buy AAC Apps

1.

w

October sales in honor of AAC Awareness Month - Dates/apps/discounts vary (watch
my FB page)
April sales in honor of Autism Acceptance Month - Dates/apps/discounts vary (watch
my FB page)
Purchase through Apple Education Store
Purchase 20 or more copies through Apple’s Volume Purchase Program (VPP) for 50%
discount
Lauren S. Enders, MA, CCC-SLP
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5. Buy iTunes gift cards when they go on sale

Need technical help with an AAC app? Help is often a few clicks away!
* AAC App developer websites
- FAQs
- contact support/email
* Facebook Users Group Pages &Professional Pages
e AAC Groups on Facebook

iPads for AAC: Vendors who bundle/submit to insurance
e ACCI (Choice Communicator)
e Compusult (Outspoken Communicator)
e Forbes AAC (Proslate Series)
e AbleNet Inc (Quicktalker Freestyle)
e Tobii DynaVox (Speech Case with iPad — Snap + Core First only)
e PRC (Prio-LAMP Words for Life app only)

BACKUPS: It’s not IF a high-tech system ( iPad or dedicated)will run out of charge, break,
or be forgotten....it"s WHEN! BACKUPS are ESSENTIAL!!

Make 2 types of high tech AAC backups!
1. Hard Copy (Paper Book)
printed screenshots/tabs
printed pages from app on computer (for some apps)
exported book (when available)
downloads from website
2. Electronic backups (each app has its own options)

RESOURCE: Link to Blog Post on Making a Paper-Based AAC Book by Amanda Hartmann

RESOURCE: Link to Blog Post on Creating Low-Tech Backup Books by Jeanne Tuthill

Looking for information on iPad cases accessories for used as AAC systems?
Resource: Link to Lauren S. Enders, MA, CCC-SLP’s Pinterest Site

DATA COLLECTION IN AAC APPS

Realize Language Tool (subscription-based tool that’s $9.95 annually)
=  Works with LAMP Words for Life & TouchChat with Word Power
=  Works with PRC dedicated devices
=  Works with Saltillo’s dedicated devices (NovaChat family)
= Can try FREE for 30 days
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https://www.assistiveware.com/blog/making-a-paper-based-aac-book
https://www.pinterest.com/lasenders/
https://praacticalaac.org/praactical/how-i-do-it-making-a-back-up-for-high-tech-aac-by-jeanne-tuthill/

= Features/Functions of Realize Language Tool
e Track progress and communication development over time
e Automatically compare different aspects of communication
Create a detailed dashboard summary of performance
Share information with everyone on the team
Quickly create valuable reports that anyone can, even those with limited
knowledge of AAC

Questions? Click here for my email lenders@bucksiu.org
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