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[image: ]1 = Sequential Organization Problems
2 = Prioritization Organization Problems
3 = Temporal Organization Problems
4 = Spatial Organization Problems
5 = Categorical (Semantic) Organization Problems
6 = Attention Organization Problems

Scoring and Interpretation:
Generally speaking, we have found the following is true of the total checks per category boxes scores:
􀀁0-3 checks indicate a low to non-existent degree of organization problems in this category.
􀀁4 checks in a category can be symptomatic of problems for some people but could still be found in a person who is functioning with some degree of organizational success in this category.
􀀁5-8 checks almost always indicate functional problems in this category of organizational problems.
􀀁Most people who have organizational problems have one category that is relatively high (7-8) and 2 other areas that are less problematic (4-7). We always suggest trying to deal with the category that has the most problems because “fixing” it can affect other areas.
􀀁If attention is the major area, regardless of its number score, start trying to deal with it first. It always affects the other categories of organization problems.

Specifically, we also have noted:
􀀁That sometimes problems are related to learning styles. For example, someone who checked #3 and #26 may have attention problems or they may simply have problems with auditory distracters.
􀀁Students, parents, and teachers often see problems quite differently. For older students, I try to have all three categories of people fill out the inventory for the student being evaluated. While most everyone recognizes the most problematic categories, what is seen as most problematic by the student is often not the same category reported by parents and teachers. Starting with what the student thinks is most problematic is a good way to start dealing with organization problems because the student is most invested in finding a way to remediate the problem they identify as their worst area of organization.
􀀁A few people have told us that they need to fill out the inventory for different environments in their lives (home, work, school, etc.). While some problems seem to carry across environments, spatial problems, in particular, reportedly differ according to the environment the person is in and with whom they are living or working.
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Organization Problems Inventory

For each of th following statements, consider whefher this s a problem you (or a student) exhibits. If it s,

place 2 check mark i fhe white box fo the ight of the statement.

T (or my student) have/has problems with:

2[3[4[5]6

1 Being as neat as ofher people expect me fobe

‘Completing long and complicated assigmments

“Concentratng of remembering information WhenT i AIEAcEEd
by what i going on around me.

3 Deciding how to tell which tools, books, & Roiebooks go wilh
each task or class

‘Dividing 2 bie job info sub-tEs

“Doing the Bard work frs before T2 10 fred or bored

“Doing things in e rsht order

Fisuring out whatis wrone i sccidenfally SEp 3 step

s
7
. Estimating how much tme s lef
5
X
T

0. Finding something if s not exactly where 1 thought it iould be
T. Finding e right place (o can find Tem agam) for all B
“things™ I need to orpanize

T2 Finding Gings m my locker or Gesk.

15. Finishing 3 long task without a checE-ls of oufide Belp

13, Finishing detaled work wifhou! recuemg of Moenfves

T5. Finishing work when the assignment is 00 vague of When T nof
siven specific due dates

16, Getiing 3 task dore withou! daydreaming

17, Gefting my work done in e allofed fme.

1S_Fishlighting fustthe most vital information

19 Keeping my notebook in order

20, Kecping Tack of assignments

1. Knowing how long something fEes fo complete

23 Knowing which papers T should Eeep i my noteBookE /s

23 Leaming new things while sitng perfectly sl

24, Lining up math problems

5. Listening t long and complex direchions

26. Making the best choices

7. Memorizing seemimgly UnreISTed FOrEon 501 cal FEEEVE 1T
foratask or test

5. Moving smoothly From one T2 1o SnoMer WO Ty

25 Not ust puting everyfing i one pile

30, Puttng things in the comect folder

1. Reading clocis

2. Remembering how 1 do something uless 1 1ave praciced if over
and over

535, Remembering how o do Gings without 1ot of repefifion

4. Remembering te final goal because I 50 CAUEHIUp n B8 P
by step process

35 Taking in all e defal ol everyone ek does

36. Understanding how o fhings ae related.

7. Understanding te benefil of doing ings I SEUCHISd ST OF
sieps

35 Skipping steps n a task unless they ate witen out
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3.

Staying on one topic while writing

T (or my student) have/has problems with:

0.

Studying the most important information the longest

a1

Taking and oreanizing notes for a research paper

.

Taking organized notes from reading

)

Throwing unnecessary things away

a4

Waiting for anything

%5

Working in a small space or area

3

‘Working on multi-task, long terms assignments without waiting
until the end to finish them

[

Working with graphic organizers that require I sort ideas into
topics

%,

‘Writing on the Tines or within the margins

Total Checks per Category





