Quick Reference Sheet
Stages to Teach the Speech Recognition
Writing Process

These 8 stages can be expanded or collapsed as needed.
How much scaffolding is needed depends on the student.
See assess it section to assess progress after each stage

1. Model The Process: You demonstrate the speech recognition writing
process to the student. Use a think-aloud strategy to explain each of the
four steps as you write: Think it, Say it, Check it, Fix it.

2. One Sentence: Now it’s their turn! The student writes a personalized
sentence you provide.
a. Try afill-in-the-blank sentence to reduce the compositional
demands.
b. Coach enunciation until the one sentence is right.
c. Try different software or hardware options as needed.

3. One Paragraph: The student writes 3-4 sentences on a motivating
topic.
a. Use the 4-step process for each sentence.
b. Teach the editing process after each sentence, combining
text-to-speech as needed.

4. Motivating Paragraphs: The student writes and edits 7-2 paragraphs
from motivating pictures or other personal topics. This stage can be
skipped or expanded to provide more practice.



5. Academic Vocab: The student writes and edits 5-10 sentences using
single words from an academic vocabulary list. This is a good stage for
short practice sessions. This stage can be skipped if the student is
advanced.

a. Use grade level vocabulary or whatever level is appropriate.
b. Connect to classroom vocabulary instruction if possible.
c. Encourage the student to stretch their sentences.

6. Formal Paragraphs: The student completes a prewriting organizer using
only key words or 2-3 word bullet points about a specific topic. Then the
student uses the organizer to dictate full sentences and paragraphs with
speech recognition.

a. Use a graphic organizer or other prewriting strategy familiar to the
student.

b. Coach the student to use keywords or very short bullet points. The
goal is to avoid writing full sentences on the organizer, which defeats
the purpose of using SR to write.

7. Academic Writing: The student completes an academic writing
assignment with support.

a. This stage should use a required writing assignment from a class.
The goal is to begin integrating SR into regular writing tasks.

b. Coach the student as needed but reduce support to encourage
independence.

8. Integrated Writing: The student independently uses SR for most
required writing assignments. At this stage, SR is fully integrated into
classroom writing requirements.

If speech recognition is effective as AT for writing, implement and
monitor effectiveness and reqular use over time.





