
Tool Belt: Supports for Students with Complex Needs 

(Replaces the Continuum of Considerations for Assistive Technology in other modules)

What do you need to 
know more about?

What can help... 

Asking probing 
questions

Students with Complex Needs - WATI - Part I 

Assessing Communication and Learning in Young Children Who Are Deafblind of Who Have Multiple Disabilities 

What does the student 
like?

Every Move, Counts, Clicks, and Chats    

Every Move Counts Sensory Based Communication Techniques (1993) 
Note: The older version of Every Move Counts (1993), has the assessment of sensory preferences. 

The Functional Assessment of the Sensory Status of Children who are Deafblind   

Sensory functioning observation form/profile of sensory functioning/educational plan review 
Klein, D., Chen, D., & Haney, M. (2000) PLAI: Promoting Learning through Active Interaction: A Guide to Early 
Communication with Young Children Who Have Multiple Disabilities (2nd ed.). Baltimore, Paul H. Brookes. 

University of Washington (2002). Likes Dislikes Checklist. 
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The student’s 
communication                     
methodologies: How do 
they tell you what they 
like? 

Assessing Communication and Learning in Young Children Who Are Deafblind of Who Have Multiple Disabilities  
Pages 13-18 

PODD Communication Books 

Tangible Symbols 

Communication Matrix   
● Videos for using the Communication Matrix

First Things First  

Mar, H. H., &  Sall, N. (1999). Dimensions of Communication. Part I: Developing a Communication Profile [and] Part 
II: Designing an Intervention Plan. An Instrument To Assess the Communication Skills and Behaviors of Individuals 
with Disabilities. - Dimensions of Communication Part I provides useful categories of goals and corredsopnding 
activities.  

Measuring student’s motivation  to communicate, The Motivation Assessment Scale (MAS) is a quick, user-friendly 
indirect assessment tool that “assesses the functions or motivations of behavior that is  not socially acceptable. It 
includes a checklist. It is  older research by Durand in 1986, but still has elements that show in other studies.

How to make certain 
you know this 
communication 
is significant?

Response Significance Formula Page   
(only accessible if you have purchased a manual or gone to a training by Jane Korsten)

What does the behavior 
mean?

Duran’s Motivation Assessment Scale adapted by Joanne Cafiero   

Duran’s fillable Motivational Assessment Scale II
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Choice Making Clark, C., & Mc.Donnell, A. (2008). Teaching choice making to children with visual impairments and multiple 
disabilities in preschool and kindergarten classrooms. Journal of Visual Impairment and Blindness, 102(7), 
397-409.  

Browder, D. M., Wood, L., Thompson, J., & Ribuffo, C. (2014). Evidence-based practices for students with severe 
disabilities (Document No. IC -3). Retrieved from University of Florida, Collaboration for Effective Educator, 
Development, Accountability, and Reform Center website: http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/tools/innovation-
configurations/ 

Tangible Symbols Primer: Includes information on choice making 

Using the Communication Matrix to Develop Communication Goals for the Whole Team: IDEAS Conference: June 
2, 2015 Martha Veto, Georgia Sensory Assistance Project The University of Georgia  

Learned Helplessness Training materials for teachers of learners with severe, profound and complex learning needs: Learned 
Helplessness 

Getting Past Learned Helplessness for Children Who Face Severe Challenges: Four Secrets for Success, Linda J. 
Burkhart  

Powered Mobility Livingstone, R. & Paleg, G. (2013). Practice considerations for the introduction and use of power mobility for 
children. Developmental Medicine & Child Neurology, 56(3), 210 – 221. doi: 10.1111/dmcn.12245   

Kangas, K. (2008) Clinical Assessment and Training Strategies for the Child’s Mastery of Independent Mobility 
Shamokin, PA. Available through the author @ kmkangas@ptd.net Kangas, K. (2006)  

Hansen, L. (2008). Evidence and outcomes for power mobility intervention with young children. CASEmakers, 4 (1).
[MB1] 

Kangas, K. (2011, March 28). I prefer to alter this paradigm. Mobility Management. Retrieved from https://
mobilitymgmt.com/articles/2011/03/28/kangas-online-exclusive.aspx 

Rosen, L. Arva, J., Furumasu, J., Harris, M. , Lange, M. L., McCarthy, E., … Wonsettler, T. (2009). RESNA Position 
on the application of power wheelchairs for pediatric users. Assistive Technology, 21(4). doi: 
10.1080/10400430903246076 
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http://complexneeds.org.uk/modules/Module-2.3-The-curriculum-challenge/C/m07p230c.html
http://literacy.nationaldb.org/files/5813/7753/3812/learned_helplessness.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23998510
http://www.uvm.edu/~cdci/tripscy/localpdf/EvicenceandOutcomesforPowerMobilityInterventionwithYoungChildren_20100517101713.pdf
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Assessing the 
environment

Students with Complex Needs - WATI - Part I 

Classroom Observation Instrument for Educational Environments Serving Students with Deaf-blindness  

J.Gierach | jgtechloft@gmail.com  &  S. Weingarten | shellyweingar10@gmail.com    ©2009; revised 2/2014, 4/2016, 9/2016                         
page   4

http://documents.nationaldb.org/products/coi-2006.pdf
http://documents.nationaldb.org/products/coi-2006.pdf
http://documents.nationaldb.org/products/coi-2006.pdf
mailto:jgtechloft@gmail.com
mailto:shellyweingar10@gmail.com


How to help strengthen 
the activities/
environment?

Design to Learn 

Design to Learn downloads 

COACH: Choosing Outcomes and Accommodations for Children 

Overview of calendar programs and developing anticipatory skills: Let Me Check My Calendar, by Robbie Blaha  

General article about calendar systems with links to other sites  

Calendars for Students with Visual Impairments including Deaf-blindness, Robbie Blaha, ISBN # 1-880366-27-4, 
$35.00 

Fact sheet for building an object calendar 

Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired teacher shares how she goes about programming for her 
students. 

Great single page supports for a variety of program/classroom/home uses  

Literacy: Reading approaches paper 

The Meville to Weville Program. A mixed method research study on use of a reading program for use with 16 
students with multiple disabilities in a 6 week intervention. 

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, The Special Education Team,    

Common Core Essential Elements, Replaces Extended Band Standards in 2014-2015 Literacy Skills Checklist  

Literacy for Children with Combined Hearing and Vision Loss website of supports 

DLM is developed with the Center for Literacy and Disability Studies at UNC-Chapel Hill.   

Early childhood version of Essential Elements ( 2008) 

J.Gierach | jgtechloft@gmail.com  &  S. Weingarten | shellyweingar10@gmail.com    ©2009; revised 2/2014, 4/2016, 9/2016                         
page   5

mailto:jgtechloft@gmail.com
mailto:shellyweingar10@gmail.com
https://www.designtolearn.com
https://www.designtolearn.com/Store/Index/3%23categoryWrapper-3
http://products.brookespublishing.com/Choosing-Outcomes-and-Accommodations-for-Children-COACH-P463.aspx
http://www.tsbvi.edu/seehear/archive/Let%20Me%20Check%20My%20Calendar.htm
https://nationaldb.org/library/list/50
https://nationaldb.org/library/list/50
http://www.tsbvi.edu/attachments/orderform.pdf
http://www.unr.edu/ndsip/tipsheets/objectcalendar.pdf
http://www.tsbvi.edu/distance/communication/index.html
http://www.unr.edu/ndsip/secpagesEnglish/tips.html
http://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds/files/conference-hand-outs/TeachingStrategies.pdf
http://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds/files/conference-hand-outs/TeachingStrategies.pdf
http://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds/files/conference-hand-outs/TeachingStrategies.pdf
https://www.ablenetinc.com/index.php/downloads/dl/file/id/568/product/0/MEtoW_2013_WhitePaper.pdf
http://dpi.wi.gov/sped?old=sped.dpi.wi.gov/sped_cd
http://literacy.nationaldb.org/files/5813/7591/5452/LiteracySkillsChecklist.FooterAdded.pdf
http://literacy.nationaldb.org
http://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds/projects
http://nieer.org/publications/federal-pre-k-curriculum-study-shows-few-stand-outs


How to help support the 
communication partners 

Classroom Observation Instrument for Educational Environments Serving Students with Deaf-Blindness 

Scroll to the bottom of this page for a list of supports for all dimensions of support as a communication partner. 

COACH: Choosing Outcomes and Accommodations for Children 

Creating Communication Environments (CCE) Powerpoint 

The Communication Supports Inventory - Children and Youth (CSI-CY) can be a useful guide to training your staff 
to address all that is involved in successful communication when working with students with CCN. 

What communication 
systems might I use?

Communication Matrix   

What software supports 
assessment? 
APPS

Stages: A framework to design learning and select materials for individuals with cognitive or language delay. 

App Sorter Tools to Support Feature Matching AT Conference  

Jane Farrell’s Blog on switch use and ipads

How do I support 
parents? 

Communication Matrix  

Home Inventory of Problem Solving Skills (HIPSS)  

COACH: Choosing Outcomes and Accommodations for Children 

Support Developing 
Teacher belief 

DLM Claim training modules

How do I write IEP 
goals?

ATIM module: AT Supports and Services in the IEP 

Beyond Legal: Crafting High Quality IEPS for children with complex communication needs, Charity Rowlands, et 
al., 2015  

COACH: Choosing Outcomes and Accommodations for Children     

DLM Essential Elements for English Language Arts
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Research National AEM center> historical approach to curriculum, instruction and core content as it applies to low incidence 
students and providing UDL. Citations are given as well as research approved approaches.  
http://aem.cast.org/about/publications/2005/ncac-curriculum-access-low-incidence-udl.html  

 The CSI-CY can serve as a metric for characterizing a research cohort of students with complex communication 
needs.  

Center for Literacy and Disability Studies UNC, Research and handouts on using core vocabulary   

Center for Literacy and Disability Studies at UNC - Early Childhood Resources  

Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired,  publications

What does this behavior 
mean?

Durans’ Motivation Assessment Sacle adapted by Joanne Cafiero   

Durans’ fillable Motivational Assessment Scale II

How to do literacy/
reading 

One More Story and also an App. Subscription based, free Pirate story to try. Switch accessible. 

Accessible Literacy Learning (ALL) Reading Program based on the work done by Dr. Janice Light at Penn State. 
Useful for students with multiple disabilities and those who use AAC. 

UNC has many supports: Deaf-Blind Model Classroom Resources   
These are appropriate for all students with complex needs. They have examples of best tools, chart writing, 
partner assisted scanning for literacy instruction, emergent literacy goals, how to make different types of books,  
many other useful supports. Scroll all the way to the bottom to locate “teacher voices”. From this area there  
are addiitonal supports for developing reading scripts and much more.  

The Bridge Assessment targets early childhood and provides training in administration of the assessment and one 
for developing book supports. 

Pracctical AAC - Lists of supports for individuals who have complex needs and use AAC. 

Everyone Communicates - Supports for developing literacy skills.
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